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Definitions
This is an appendix to the 2016 report.

A
ASC

Aquaculture Stewardship Council – a body that 

provides certifications for farmed fish, with the 

aim of reducing the impact of fish farming on the 

environment. 

B
Business Continuity Management

A process for identifying the potential threats to 

an organisation and determining the impact on its 

operations if the threat were in fact to materialise.

Belplume

A Belgian quality assurance system in which all 

parts of the poultry sector are represented.

Beter Leven certification

A certification issued by the Dutch Society 

for the Protection of Animals (Nederlandse 

Dierenbescherming) to support animal-friendly 

products.

BRC

British Retail Consortium – a British organisation 

representing the interests of its members in the 

retail sector at local, national and European level, 

which has drawn up a number of standards for 

suppliers of foodstuffs.

BVR

Wageningen Bioveterinary Research – an institute 

belonging to Wageningen University & Research 

that focuses on preventing, combating and control 

infectious animal diseases through research, 

diagnostics and advice.

C
CLA

Collective Labour Agreement – a collective written 

agreement laying down terms and conditions of 

employment. This may cover for instance pay, 

allowances, overtime, working hours, probationary 

periods, notice periods and retirement.

CEO

Chief Executive Officer. The CEO has final 

responsibility for the management of a company.

CFO

Chief Financial Officer. The CFO is the member of a 

company’s management who is responsible for the 

company’s finances.

CIWF

Compassion in World Farming – an international 

organisation whose aim is to safeguard animal 

rights, to put animal welfare at the heart of the food 

chain and to raise consumer awareness. 

CO2

Carbon dioxide.

CO2 footprint 

The carbon footprint or environmental footprint, 

which means the total greenhouse gas emissions 

during a product’s life cycle. The CO2 footprint 

expresses the total greenhouse gas emissions per 

kilo of product throughout its entire lifecycle. 

A
Animal welfare

The physical and mental welfare of animals, 

measured using indicators such as behaviour, 

physiology, lifespan and reproduction. This term is 

often also used to describe an animal’s quality of 

life. 

Long-term employability

The principle that throughout their working lives, 

employees should have real employment options 

and that the conditions should be in place for them 

to continue to operate in their current and future 

work, without detriment to their health or welfare. 

F
FEFAC

European Feed Manufacturers’ Federation – the 

body which represents, defends and promotes the 

interests of various national feed manufacturers.

FTE

Full-time equivalent – the number of employees 

calculated on the basis of full-time employment.

G
GFSI

Global Food Safety Initiative – a collaboration 

between major retailers, food producers, other 

businesses in the food supply chain, and scientific 

and other experts in the field of food safety.

GRI 

Global Reporting Initiative – a body that produces 

international standards for reporting on 

sustainability and corporate social responsibility 

(CSR).

H
HACCP 

Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points – a food 

safety management system based on analysing 

and controlling biological, chemical and physical 

hazards in the production process, in procurement 

and from processing through to production, 

distribution and consumption of the finished 

product.

Human Resources 

The personnel policy of an organisation.

I
IKB Kip

Dutch quality control system covering the entire 

poultry sector.

Initiative Tierwohl

A joint initiative between suppliers, major retailers 

and the German agriculture ministry to improve 

animal welfare in the poultry farming sector.



IFS Food

The International Featured Standard (IFS) Food – 

a food safety standard drawn up by Germany’s 

sectoral organisation for food distributors.

K
kW-h 

Kilowatt hour.

M
MCAS

Multiphase Controlled Atmosphere Stunning – 

least animal-unfriendly system that stuns chickens 

for meat production in phases using a mixture of 

carbon dioxide and oxygen. 

CSR

Corporate Social Responsibility

M³ 

Cubic metres – a measurement of volume.

MSC

Marine Stewardship Council – a body that defines 

standards for fish products to be certified as 

originating from sustainable fisheries. Sustainable 

fisheries manage fish stocks in a sustainable 

manner causing as little damage to as possible 

marine life and minimising bycatch.

N
NGO 

Non-governmental organisation – an organisation 

that is independent of government and whose aim 

is in some way to pursue what is perceived as the 

public interest.

NVWA 

The Dutch abbreviation for the Netherlands Food 

and Consumer Product Safety Authority – a central 

government agency responsible for monitoring 

animal and plant health, food and consumer 

product safety, and animal welfare.

P
ProTerra Foundation

A foundation that encourages the increased use 

of sustainable agriculture products. It has a strong 

focus on non-GMO production.  

Q
QS

Qualität und Sicherheit (QS) – Germany quality 

standards intended to ensure transparency and 

product safety in the food supply chain.

R
RSPO 

Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil – a body that 

encourages the increased use of sustainable palm 

oil products.

RTRS

Round Table on Responsible Soy – a body that 

encourages the increased use of responsible 

production, processing and trading of soy. 

F
Food safety

This term concerns the safety (or otherwise) of 

food. Food can become infected with pathogens, 

hazardous substances or contaminants.

W
Wageningen UR 

Wageningen UR stands for Wageningen University 

& Research, a collaboration between Wageningen 

University and a number of commercial research 

centres, based in the Dutch town of Wageningen.

WHO

World Health Organization – a body which aims to 

improve public health throughout the world.

S
Sickness absenteeism

Failure to appear at work due to sickness, often 

measured by the indicator ‘sickness absenteeism 

rate’, which expresses the total number of 

employee sick days as a percentage of the total 

number of possible employee working days in the 

reporting period.




